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I have wondered what I can do 
to make a difference in the life 
of someone else. There are 
times when it literally seems like 
I'm just making it through one-
day-at-a-time, and at times 
that's what needs to happen 
just to survive. However, what I 
have also learned is that the 
little things are what make the 
biggest difference. The students 
that we see each day, many 
times, have so many things 
going on in the background and 
we have no idea what they are. 
For them to have to sit still in 
class all day long and just listen 
sometimes is a challenge. 
There are times when I cannot 
turn my mind off of the things 
that have happened before I got 
to school that day.  If I 
remember this when I engage 
my students, it might help me 
help them on days that may 
have also started rather 
tumultuous.  As a teacher of 
Business, one of my tasks is to 
prepare students for the 
business world. In the business 
world, many times, it is dog-eat-
dog and without the ability to 
put aside those things that may 
have been upsetting, life-
changing, or even huge 
monuments, is a skill that will be 

absolutely necessary in order to 
achieve success.  

One way that I might begin to 
tackle this task is to stay on top 
of what is happening in the 
business world, what skills are 
needed to stay cutting-edge, 
skills necessary to successfully 
interact with others from all 
ranges and walks in life, and 
decision making skills. How as 
a teacher, am I supposed to fit 
all this in on top of the required 
curriculum for the class? There 
are so many professional 
development opportunities 
available both in person and 
online that can help with staying 
on top of these topics. 
Organizations such as KBEA, M
-PBEA, and NBEA are a good 
place to begin looking. We have 
an army of professionals with 
skills to share. Attending 
conventions and conferences is 
always helpful, but budget cuts 
and time constraints many 
times make it impossible to 
attend. Webinars are great for 
those who need to a little boost 
of new and fresh ideas, but 
can’t take time to travel 
somewhere. Online courses are 
another great opportunity to 
stay fresh with things to share 
with our students. No matter 
where or how you get the 
information, the main point is 
that you are doing something.  

Another way to tackle the task 
of providing our students with 
the skills necessary to enter 
(and hopefully succeed), in the 
business world is to create and 
maintain partnerships with 
business professionals. Ask 
questions, visit their facilities, 
join discussion groups, or obtain 
printed materials. All of these 
things are ways that you can 
create and maintain 
relationships and provide your 

students with a window inside 
the world they are trying to gain 
access to through education. I 
have found that business 
professionals welcome the 
opportunity to share with me 
what they are looking for in an 
employee so that when that 
student leaves the education 
world, he/she is ready to jump 
in without much training and 
find success.  

Finally, we need to work the soft 
skills that are often left out of 
the text books, back into our 
classrooms. It has been said 
that someone can be “book 
smart and street illiterate”. This 
is very true and can often cause 
the demise of a very qualified 
worker simply based on their 
inability to successfully interact 
with others. Try to start or end 
your day with a soft skill (the 
proper way to shake hands, or 
make eye contact, even how to 
handle things like a drippy nose 
or sneezing.)  

Although it seems on some 

days as though I just “get 

through”, by taking these steps 

and investing in the fine details 

with my students, I know that I 

can begin to help students 

become ready for what lies 

ahead. Staying in contact with 

fellow educators, business 

professionals, and current 

technology will help me become 

a better tool as I model for my 

students how to move through 

the education phase of their 

lives with a solid career as the 

end goal.  
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KANSAS BUSINESS  

EDUCATION  

ASSOCIATION 

 

SHARE-AN-IDEA 

 

CONTEST  

GUIDELINES 

 

In an effort to encourage 

Kansas business educators 

to share unique and innova-

tive teaching ideas with oth-

er business educators 

throughout the state, the 

Kansas Business Education 

Association will be solicit-

ing teaching techniques and 

motivating educational exer-

cises in a contest similar to 

the “Share-An-Idea” contest 

sponsored by the Mountain-

Plains Business Education 

Association. 

 

Guidelines 
Ideas will be accepted by 

the KBEA past president 

throughout the year until 

September 1.  Members 

may submit as many en-

tries as they desire. 

 

 

The KBEA Board of Direc-

tors will recommend four 

KBEA members (one from 

each region of the state) to 

serve on a selection com-

mittee.  During the month 

of September, the Selec-

tion Committee will judge 

the entries, which have 

been submitted and will se-

lect a state winner, as well 

as two runners-up. 

 

Cash awards will be pre-

sented to the state winners 

at the annual convention of 

KBEA.  Cash awards are 

given to the first, second, 

and third place entries. 

 

All entries submitted will be 

compiled and made availa-

ble at the annual conven-

tion of KBEA.  The entries 

will be compiled and repro-

duced under the direction 

of the KBEA past president. 

 

The Share-An-Idea contest 

is intended to promote the 

use and sharing of innova-

tive teaching ideas in the 

classroom.  Any KBEA 

member with a special 

teaching idea (handouts or 

unique assignments or 

class work), which seems 

to really motivate students 

or help establish a firm un-

derstanding of a particular 

concept is encouraged to 

submit in written form their 

teaching idea.  Handouts 

and diagrams may also be 

submitted with the teach-

ing idea. 

 

Share-An-Idea entries 

should be submitted by 

September 1, 2014 to: 

 

Michelle Bruna 

Washington High School 

115 North D Street 

Washington, KS 66968 

 

Or 

 

mbruna@usd108.com 
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2014-2015 KBEA Slate of Officers will be voted upon at the 2014 KBEA Conference. 

 
President —Kenna Teel 

 

Treasurer– Kim Dhority 

    

Editor-Phyllis Wilson 

Slate of  Officers 14-15 

President Elect —Nicole  Friesen 

NE Director-Shannon Winkler 

DON’T MISS  
the 2015 National Business 

Education Association Conference 

in Chicago, IL 

March 31-April 4, 2015 

Make plans to attend the 

Mountain-Plains Business 

Education Association 

Conference in Albuquerque, NM. 

June 14-17, 2015 

SW Director-Crystal Kohlman 

Exhibits Chair-Jessica Dhority 



2014 KBEA Convention Agenda 
Thursday, October 16, 2014 
12:45 p.m. Registration for Interactive Sessions & KBEA Convention, DoubleTree by Hilton Airport  (2098 Airport Road)  

LAPTOP and/or iPads WITH WIRELESS CAPABILITIES REQUIRED FOR ALL INTERACTIVE 

SESSIONS! 

Thursday 
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Photoshop-Jason Curtis 
In this session you will learn how to do a 

handful of photo illustrations that will 

improve any publication or project. You 

will use Photoshop and learn: Focal 

Point by blurring backgrounds, Color 

Splash, Hand-Drawn elements, Adding 

smoke to your picture, Removing acne, 

getting perfect group shots, and many 

more tips & tricks. Any level of Pho-

toshop knowledge is welcome. Everyone 

will leave having learned something. 

  

Jazz It Up-Kim Dhority 
Tired of "just" using PowerPoint to give 

information to your students.  Come 

learn to use Camtasia and Articulate 

Storyline to make those presentations 

turn into videos.  In this session you will 

also learn to set up your own YouTube 

channel and how to put them into an 

online course. 

 

Learn, Teach, Share 

Jeanie Michaelis 
Join this hands-on session and learn 

how to use six free and easy-to-use tech 

tools that will empower you to create an 

engaging classroom. What will you 

learn? How to…share your computer 

screen to any device with a web browser; 

make educational videos adding voice 

and questions within the video; safely 

text your students and parents; engage 

students through interactive quizzes 

using an online student response sys-

tem; and empower students to conduct 

and share interactive research, with 

facts, links, images, videos, and more. 

STEM-Eric Denault 
STEM-meets-Business Education with 

integration of a hands on, project-based, 

problem solving challenge sure to thrill 

your students.  This session will show-

case a Roller Coaster Design Challenge 

that incorporates all four aspects of 

STEM in conjunction with a traditional 

Business Model that emphasizes the 

importance of logistics associated with 

networking, management, collaboration, 

and project design that is vital to the 

success of 21st century students. 

 

Google-Jim Zimmer 
This session will focus on tools related to 

Google Drive, Google+, and a few other 

tools I like to utilize with these tools to 

turn my class and yours into an engag-

ing, interactive class that focuses on 

student-centered learning supported by 

strong facilitation. I will also be sharing a 

presentation on a collection of tools I 

attained while collaborating with others 

in my masters' courses. 

 

Twitter-Sharlo Rogers 
Kids don't email or answer phone calls. 

Even Facebook is "old" technology for 

them. They text and they tweet. Twitter is 

still not very widely used by those of us 

who are older than 25. This session will 

start your Twitter journey from setting up 

your account to creating and managing 

your feeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game Salad-Lori Chambers 
There’s no faster or easier way to devel-

op games than with GameSalad Creator. 

Bring your work to life in hours and days 

instead of weeks and months. In this 

session, participants will discuss the 

basics of teaching video game design, 

learn a little about the mechanics of the 

program, create a simple game that can 

be a building block for the video game 

course or unit, and will walk away with 

resources to use in teaching video game 

design to any level. Come join us! This is 

a session you won't want to miss! 

 

The Many Uses of Google Drive 

Shanna Zimmerman 
Join this hands on interactive session to 

experiment with a variety of ways teach-

ers can use Google Drive to engage stu-

dents in the classroom, collaborate with 

colleagues, collect data and manage 

projects. This is a learn and play session 

where participants will create materials 

for use in their own classrooms. Partici-

pants should bring a laptop with internet 

connectivity to the session. 

 

Virtual Business Simulations in 

Business Classes 

Lynn Eichelberger 
Do you want a great supplement to your 

business classes?  Maybe you want a 

stand alone virtual software package to 

use in Entrepreneurship?  Virtual Busi-

ness Simulations can satisfy both of 

those requests.  Come learn how to use 

Virtual Business software and what it 

can do for you in your classroom. 

 

 
  

  Room A   Room B   Room C 



5 2013 KBEA Convention Agenda 

Friday 

Friday, October 17, 2014 
  

7:30 a.m. Registration for Convention, Continental Breakfast & Exhibits Open  

(DoubleTree by Hilton Airport) 

  

LAPTOP WITH WIRELESS CAPABILITIES RECOMMENDED FOR SOME BREAKOUT SESSIONS! 
  

8:05-8:55 a.m.   Breakout Sessions 1 

  

   CTE Updates-Kirk Haskins, KSDE      Consolate 1 

   Budgeting-Amy McKinney        Consolate 2 

   EverFi-Chris Noel         Consolate 3 

  

9:00-9:45 a.m.   Opening General Session-Keynote Dr. Robert Moody FHSU  Salon 3 & 4 

            Robert Moody is an associate professor in the department of Advanced Education Programs at Fort Hays 

State University. In addition to his full-time teaching load, he serves his department as Director of Open 

Educational Resources R&D, webmaster, Google Apps for Education Certified Individual, and lead innovator of 

technology integration within the College of Education and Technology. He has a passion for finding digital 

resources that can replace expensive vendor-drive commercial products. His research agenda closely aligns with 

the tenants of the American Association of State Colleges and Universities’ Red Balloon initiative as he 

constantly searches for resources that can help P12 schools that are suffering much the same as higher education 

institutes due to: declining budgets; increased accountability, and rapidly developing technologies. Since January, 

he has a led a team of his peers in providing free professional development in the use of Google Apps for 

Education, Chromebooks, and other free resources across the state of Kansas. 

 

10:00-10:50 a.m.  Breakout Sessions 2 

  

   TBD          Consolate 1 

   MS Office vs Google Drive Roundtable      Consolate 2 

   MoneySkill-Susie Irvine          Consolate 3 

   Google & OER-Dr. Robert Moody      Salon 3 

   Accounting with Monopoly-Vicki Splawn      Salon 4 

  

11:00-11:50 a.m.  Breakout Sessions 3 

  

   KC Federal Reserve-Gigi Wolf         Consolate 1 

   Using iPads Daily-Cindy Johnson        Consolate 2 

   MoneySkill-Susie Irvine        Consolate 3 

   Pinterest in the Classroom-Jessica Thompson     Salon 3 

   Intro to Student Programming-Nate Naasz       Salon 4 

  

12:00-1:30 p.m.   Luncheon (Business Meeting, Awards and Presentations, Door Prizes) 

  

  



6 MPBEA from Marilyn Jones 
KBEA members, as you are  

getting ready to return to your 

classrooms, remember the  

resources that are available from 

NBEA.  If you have new courses in 

your schedule this fall,  

THE FORUM has articles on the 

basic courses as well as  

researched information on the 

latest events in business and  

industry AND for business  

teachers.  Included many times 

are quick tips, grading rubrics, 

and other suggestions.    

 

KEYING IN shares information 

from classroom teachers around 

the country on a specific topic 

each issue.   

 

The YEARBOOK is a researched 

collection of topics that can be an 

excellent reference tool.  Many 

times ‘ammunition’ is needed to 

take to the administration for  

decisions relating to business 

classes, and the YEARBOOK can 

provide it. 

 

NBEA membership allows you to 

participate in the national  

convention, which will be in  

Chicago in 2015, and the Mt 

Plains convention which will be in 

Albuquerque next June.  NBEA 

membership gives you liability  

insurance coverage as well, which 

is important in today’s litigation 

orientated society. 

 

NBEA members had the  

opportunity to attend the Mt. 

Plains convention in Irving, TX in 

June to support our Connie Liddell 

as she served as President.  

Workshops on accounting,  

sharing round-tables are always 

helpful, and hands-on computer 

sessions.  Jessica and Kim Dhority 

attended the Leadership  

Development Institute the day 

and half before the conference 

started.   

Once again this fall at the KBEA 

convention, members can sign-up 

for a free membership to NBEA or 

for a renewal membership.  At 

that time also, NBEA/KBEA  

members can volunteer to be a 

part of the 2016 Mt. Plains  

Convention team. 

 

To register for the 2014 

KBEA Convention, follow the 

link below: 

 

https://fs16.formsite.com/k

bea/2014kbea/index.html 

 

To renew your yearly mem-

bership dues, follow the link 

below: 

 
http://fs16.formsite.com/kbea/

form6/index.html 

https://fs16.formsite.com/kbea/2014kbea/index.html
https://fs16.formsite.com/kbea/2014kbea/index.html
http://fs16.formsite.com/kbea/form6/index.html
http://fs16.formsite.com/kbea/form6/index.html


Leadership Development Institutue 7 
LDI is held at the beginning of the 

Mountain-Plains Business Educa-

tion Association conference, 

which will be held June 14-17 in 

Albuquerque, NM. This 2 day 

course is beneficial to anyone in 

or wanting to improve their  

leadership skills/knowledge in a 

business education organization 

position or any other business  

situation.  

If you are interested in  

attending LDI (a stipend is availa-

ble to help cover costs) please fill 

out and print the form below and 

leave on the table at the  

convention or give to one of the 

14-15 board members while you 

are there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C o n t a c t  C o n n i e  L i n d e l l 

(cnlindell@aol.com), M-PBEA Past-

President if you would like more 

details about the upcoming LDI 

format. 

√ Yes! I am interested in attending LDI.  

Name: _______________________________ 

School: ______________________________ 

Preferred e-mail:_____________________________________ 


